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Our Fall 2021 Reporter  features news from our
Water Quality, Sustainable Lands, Climate and
Energy, Air Quality and Public Health, and
Environmental Justice  programs. (There is plenty
more on our website.)
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President's Letter
Great Rivers 

Environmental Law Center
 

  LAWYERS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
(a 501(c)(3)  tax-exempt nonprofit  corporation) 

Mission Statement 
We provide free legal services to citizens' groups,

organizations and individuals who seek to protect and
preserve the environment and public health. 
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Bruce 

When it comes to environmental protection, Congress
may be stuck  at the moment, but there is no slowing
down at Great Rivers. From protecting Missouri’s
special wild places through our Sustainable Lands
Program to protecting communities in our built
environment through our Environmental Justice
Program (page 3), we press ahead. We race to confront
threats to our waters (page 4) and to the air we
breathe (page 5). With urgency, we work to decrease
carbon emissions and transition to clean energy
through our Climate and Energy Program (page 5). 
 This Fall 2021 edition of our newsletter presents just
a fraction of our work.  There is much more on our
website.

A few weeks ago, we were able to gather in person
with many of you for the first time in two years. We
gave thanks to two long-time Great Rivers' colleagues,
the late Senator Wayne Goode, and our just- retired
Henry Robertson. The handshakes, hugs, and well-
wishes we exchanged gave us a great lift!

Speaking of Henry, he speaks out in this newsletter
on the Spire pipeline controversy (p. 6). Though
retired, Henry still is working to address climate and
energy issues. We also introduce a new voice, Ethan
Thompson, the newest member of our Great Rivers’
team. 

Thanks so much for making all  of this work happen!



Environmental Justice

Through our Sustainable Lands Program we protect
Missouri’s special wild places - our parks, forests and
wilderness areas. In the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways (ONSR), Great Rivers is defending a lawsuit
in which Shannon County seeks a judgment that
tracts of land within the ONSR are "burdened by
public roads no less than thirty feet in width," even
though these roads cease to exist in the United States
Department of Interior’s recently published Roads and
Trails Management Plan. We believe that these
requested roads are illegal and have no place in the
ONSR. Fifty years ago, Leo and Kay Drey conveyed an
easement to the United States over these same tracts
of land for the "preservation of the scenic and other
natural values" in the ONSR.  These roads would
violate the easement and degrade the park.

In Howell County, Missouri along the Eleven Point
River, Great Rivers is standing behind a community
that opposes a proposed mining operation. The
proposed mine lies within an area of significant karst
development. There are forty-nine sinkholes and
miles of losing stream within a five-mile radius of the
proposed mine, as well as numerous drinking water
wells. The mine also lies within the recharge area of
Greer Spring, the second largest spring in Missouri
which discharges upwards of 220 million gallons per
day to the Eleven Point River. "Unless this site has
unique and valuable rock or mineral resources, this is
precisely the kind of site that prudent and
responsible mining operators have learned from
experience to avoid," according to Geologists and
Scientists retained by the community.
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Sustainable Lands

In our Environmental Justice program we work mostly
in Missouri's urban spaces where there are few, if any,
wild spaces. Still, the land there is every bit as
precious to those who call it home. In St. Louis’ Hyde
Park Neighborhood, for too many years an industrial
facility in the Neighborhood has been using parcels
of property for what appears to be an unpermitted
junk yard. The properties often are littered with trash.
They create drainage issues and other problems for
their neighbors. In the past we have asked the
business to abate the nuisances, but they have
continued undeterred. For too many years now, the
properties have presented a threat to the health,
safety, and well-being of neighboring residents.
The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association of North St.
Louis ("HPNA") works hard to improve the quality of
life in the Hyde Park Neighborhood by combatting
forces that contribute to decreased housing values,
criminal activity, and promote disinvestment from
their community. It has asked for our help on this
one. In mid-September, we gave formal notice of the
nuisance conditions and of our intent to seek relief in
court to abate the nuisances.

The Ozark National Scenic Riverways (photo from the
National Park Service)

Sarah Rubenstein is a staf f  at torney working on
environmental  just ice,  land use, wet lands and f loodplain
protect ion.

The 2100 block of Destrehan in the Hyde Park neighborhood



Water Quality
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PFAS - A Pressing Threat

A group of chemicals called "PFAS" (Perfluoroalkyl and
polyfluoroalkyl substances) commonly are tagged as
"forever chemicals." They are man-made and they don’t
break down. When they get into our waters they can
travel far from their original discharge sites.  If people
or animals eat food or drink water that contain PFAS,
the PFAS are absorbed and accumulate in the body. 
 PFAS levels can accumulate to a point where humans
will suffer adverse health consequences. High levels of
PFAS can lead to increased cholesterol, decreased
vaccine response, changes in liver enzymes, increased
risk of high blood pressure or pre-eclampsia in
pregnant women, decreases in infant birth weights, and
increased risk of cancer.  In October 2021 USEPA
released its "PFAS Strategic Roadmap: EPA's
Commitments to Action 2021-2024", in which its
Administrator acknowledges, "As the science has
continued to develop, we know more now than ever
about how PFAS build up in our bodies over long
periods of time, and how they can cause adverse health
effects that can devastate families."

Sugar Camp Energy owns and operates the Sugar Camp
Energy mining complex in Macedonia, Franklin County,
Illinois. The company conducts underground mining
operations at the Mine using the “longwall” method.
Attempting to extinguish a fire that had been
smoldering at the Mine, Sugar Camp Energy pumped
more than 46,000 gallons of firefighting foam into the
Mine beginning in mid-August. To disperse the foam
into the Mine, the Company drilled six wells. Foam was
mixed in two earthen pits, and pumped into two of the
wells. 

In September 2021, citizens and local water district
officials documented foam floating on the surface of an
unnamed tributary of Akin Creek and in nearby farm
field ditches. Foam was also observed to be spread on
nearby farm fields. 

Although representatives of Sugar Camp Energy
asserted to IEPA that the foam used by the company is
“biodegradable, will not harm fish or wildlife, and will
not destroy or retard new forest growth”, most of the
products Sugar Camp used to fight the fire are toxic
and have not been shown to be actually biodegradable,
as noted in the Material Safety Data Sheet files for the
products themselves. In fact, two of the foam products
used contain PFAS chemicals. Samples collected by IEPA
from nearby surface water locations were found to
contain PFAS in concentrations higher than EPA health
advisory levels, Illinois drinking water health advisory
levels and Illinois draft groundwater standards.

In October 2021, for Sierra Club and Prairie Rivers
Network, Great Rivers served notice of intent to bring a
citizen suit against Sugar Camp Energy and American
Consolidated Natural Resources under the federal
Clean Water Act and the federal Surface Mining Control
and Reclamation Act.

If Sugar Camp Energy does not come into full
compliance with federal law by containing, destroying
and removing the foam from the Mine and remediating  
impacted surface and groundwater, Great Rivers, Sierra
Club, and Prairie Rivers Network intend to file a citizens’
suit seeking civil penalties and for an injunction
compelling compliance with federal law.

Bob Menees is a Great Rivers' staff attorney working on water,
wetlands and floodplain protection, and land use matters.

Foam in a creek near the Sugar Camp Mine



Climate and Energy

Through our Air Quality and Public Health Program,
we work with front-line community partners,
environmental organizations and individuals with
concerns about air pollution in their neighborhoods.
This work formed the basis for our recent
environmental justice complaint to EPA, followed by 
 EPA’s preliminary findings that the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources is not meeting its
obligations under the Civil Rights Act and EPA
regulations. EPA continues its investigation into
whether the issuance of an air permit to the Kinder
Morgan facility in St. Louis’ Dutchtown community
resulted in discriminatory disparate impacts to
community residents.

These past several months we have been working to
address community concerns over air pollution
sources in South St. Louis City (on behalf of
Dutchtown South Community Corporation), and in
Kansas City (on behalf of Sierra Club), as well as
concerns over air pollution sources in Joplin, Sedalia,
and Unionville, Missouri. 

Through our Climate and Energy Program, we work to
decrease greenhouse gas emissions and encourage
cleaner energy. Missouri’s electricity is among the
most coal-intensive in the country. Our utilities’ coal-
burning power plants are old and lack up-to-date
pollution controls, which keep them relatively cheap
at the expense of the public’s health and a stable
climate. We regularly appear before the Missouri
Public Service Commission (PSC) to press Missouri’s
investor-owned utilities for change. 

Ameren Missouri’s Energy Plan

Before the PSC on Ameren Missouri’s triennial long-
range (20-year) plan, we represented traditional
environmental advocates - Sierra Club and Natural
Resources Defense Council - along with
environmental justice organizations the Missouri
NAACP, Dutchtown South Community Corporation,
and New Northside Missionary Baptist Church. In
June 2021, we reached a joint resolution with Ameren
Missouri that addressed many of the deficiencies and
concerns raised by our five clients. Included among
the solutions is a commitment by Ameren Missouri to
continue to identify opportunities that benefit
underserved communities through the deployment of
renewable resources, efficient electrification, and
energy savings programs. Potential benefits within
underserved communities will include building
envelope efficiency measures for tenants, tree
planting programs, job training services, and solar
opportunities for low-income communities with
workforce development options.

Evergy’s Energy and Electrification Plans

On Evergy’s triennial long-range (20-year) plan, we
have intervened for Sierra Club. We’ll be pushing
Evergy for accelerated coal retirements. We also
spent a chunk of October in front of the PSC on
Evergy’s plan to electrify transportation, representing
Sierra Club and Natural Resources Defense Council.
We generally support electrification of transportation,
which is a way to get off our oil addiction and clean
the air.
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Madeline Middelbrooks
is a staff attorney and
Equal Justice Works
Fellow sponsored by
Faber Daeufer and
Itrato, PC

Air and Public Health

Focus on Lead

Eighty percent of children in Missouri have detectable
levels of lead in their blood, according to a study just
published in JAMA Pediatrics, a medical journal
published by the American Medical Association. 

Over the last fifteen months our Staff Attorney
Madeline Middlebrooks has been working on lead
contamination issues in St. Louis area schools. Today,
Missouri NAACP local branches are reaching out to
Madeline for help with lead poisoning in their own
communities.



Will we Freeze this Winter? 
Henry responds to Spire's PR Campaign 

Voices

Ethan Thompson joined the Great Rivers' team a
few weeks ago. Ethan received his JD from
Washington University in St. Louis and his
Masters of Political Science from Central
European University in Budapest, Hungary.
While studying for his JD, Ethan worked at the
University’s Interdisciplinary Environmental Law
Clinic and was awarded the Mary Colier
Hitchcock Prize for his work on The Washington
University Journal of Law & Policy. He clerked
for the Maryland Attorney General and then at
the Environment & Natural Resources Division
of the United States Department of Justice. In
his spare time, he enjoys playing trombone,
coaching youth baseball, and hiking and
swimming around the Potomac River. He will
move from the DC area to St. Louis in January
2022. 
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Supporter Spotlight

If you live in the St. Louis area you probably saw an
email that Spire sent to many of its customers on
November 4. It panicked a lot of people into thinking
they’ll lose heat in December if the new Spire STL gas
pipeline shuts down.

Don’t worry, it won’t be shut down. Like any utility, Spire
profits from building new infrastructure that its
ratepayers — us — have to pay for. An interstate
pipeline like the Spire STL has to be approved by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). To get a
certificate to build it, Spire had to convince FERC that
there was a need for this pipeline. Spire thought it could
get this past FERC. That was a good bet; FERC has
hardly ever seen a pipeline proposal it didn’t like.

In fact, there was no need. Spire even had to admit to
FERC that there was no shortage of gas supply to the St.
Louis region. They held an “open house” to see if any
natural gas shipper would agree to use the new
pipeline. Not one was interested.

So Spire submitted to FERC an agreement it signed with
its fully owned subsidiary Spire Missouri (formerly
Laclede Gas) as the sole customer for this pipeline.
FERC rubber-stamped the application.

But this was too much for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit. They threw out the
approval because Spire had engaged in “self-dealing”
with its own affiliate. Since that decision Spire has
mounted a massive lobbying campaign trying to blame
someone else for the consequences of its own actions.

FERC will not let us freeze this winter. But next year it
will have to reconsider Spire’s application and decide if
Spire’s wrongdoing can be safely undone.

Henry Robertson led Great Rivers'
Climate and Energy Program until he
retired over the summer.  Thankfully,
today, he is as present and active as
ever!

Ethan Thompson
Joins Great Rivers  

Recently Bob and Gerry  
decided to make their
giving monthly  — a
move much helpful to
Great Rivers as we plan
for the work ahead.  

We are grateful to Bob
and Gerry and to every
one of  our donors. 

Bob Boedges and Gerry Spiros began giving to Great
Rivers in 2015. With ten children between them and
tens of grandchildren and great grandchildren, they
are acutely concerned over the impact increasingly
dangerous weather events caused by climate change
will have on their many loved ones.



 
 

Volunteer at the office. Frequent
opportunities for administrative support
exist.

Host a get-together. Invite a group of
friends interested in supporting local
environmental action to dinner or
cocktails, and a board member or staff
will be happy to join you to talk about
our work.

Share your creative skill. Whether you
are a painter, baker, crafter, writer, we’d
love to find a way to use it.

Invite a representative of Great Rivers
to speak at your church or community
group.

Community

Thank you to all who came together to make the Awards Party honoring
Wayne Goode and Henry Robertson a memorable and successful night. It was
delightful to see so many dear friends in person again.  We are grateful for
the time shared by volunteers the financial contributions of attendees,
sponsors, and other friends who sent gifts to support the continued
protection of the environment and public health. You can learn more about
the honorees and see photos of the event at greatriverslaw.org.

Thankful for
You

Want to do more to protect the environment?
If you are interested in becoming more involved in the work to protect Missouri's places and people, there are
many ways you can help at Great Rivers. 

To explore these or other 
ways you can help, please
contact Linden Mueller
at (314) 231-4181 or
linden@greatriverslaw.org

Leave a Legacy. Making a bequest to Great Rivers is easy
to do and will plant a seed that will bear fruit for
generations to come. Let your advisor know your wishes
and they will put the appropriate language in your will. If
you already have a will, there is no need to rewrite it to
include Great Rivers; your lawyer can add a bequest
through a simple codicil. Important information to include
is: Legal Name: Great Rivers Environmental Law Center;
Address: 319 North Fourth Street, Suite 800, St. Louis, MO
63102; Federal Identification Number: 43-1943334; 
Telephone: 314-231-4181.
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HAPPENINGS 

Great Rivers Receives
Recognition as a 2022 

"Best Law Firm" 

Great Rivers continues to be
recognized as one of the
country's "Best Law Firms" for
Environmental Litigation by U.S.
News- Best Lawyers.  It's a big
honor for a little guy like us.

INSIDE

Fighting Destruction 
in the Ozarks

 
Confronting a Nuisance

in North St. Louis
 

Challenging Discharge of
Dangerous PFAS in

Southern Illinois
 

 Agreement Reached with
Missouri's Biggest

Electric Utility
 

Ways to Make a
Difference

 
A Response to Spire's

Misleading PR Campaign 
 

62 Hours on the River

Bob works
tirelessly to
defend
Missouri's rivers
through the
courts. We're
glad he was able
to spend time on
the water he
gives so much of
himself to
protect.

Congratulations to Staff Attorney Bob
Menees and his wife Susanna for completing
the MR340 — one of the longest endurance
river races in the world! The duo rowed
through day and night, crossing the state of
Missouri from KC to STL in only 62 hours. 


