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Bruce 

Every January, as we look back upon the prior year,
we often characterize our year's accomplishments as
"three steps forward and two steps back."
Environmental protection is no easy lift in Missouri. 

These last four years have been different, but not in a
good way.  We largely have been playing defense.
Rollbacks of environmental protections, which began
in January 2017, now approach one hundred and
include twenty-six which reduce air quality, twenty
favoring drilling and extraction, thirteen threatening
animals, nine harming water quality, and eight
increasing toxic pollutants. Nationwide, our air
quality has slipped, the water in our lakes, rivers, and
streams is more polluted, and we have gone
backwards in our efforts to combat climate change.
When we have gone on offense, bringing citizen
suits for violations of federal law, it was because the
government authorities declined to go after the
polluting sources.  

At best, over these past four years, we have taken
fewer steps forward.  What's next?  Worst case - If
these next four years mirror the last, we still will
vigorously fight for the environment  (although we
do hope to play less defense).  Better still – if there is
change at the top – we go back on offense!
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Both the Civil Rights Act and USEPA prohibit state
governments from authorizing disproportionate
pollution or waste in low-income minority communities.   
Missouri, for at least the past 8 years, has been ignoring
the prohibition.  In September, on behalf of Dutchtown
South Community Corporation, the NAACP Missouri
State Conference, and the NAACP St. Louis City Branch,
we filed with USEPA a Civil Rights Complaint against
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR),
alleging that MDNR repeatedly has failed to comply
with the non-discrimination requirements of Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act in its administration of clean air
laws across the state.  

MDNR’s issuance of an air pollution permit to Kinder
Morgan Transmix LLC is yet another example of this
discriminatory practice. Residents of the neighboring
communities live alongside more than 600 regulated
sources of pollution, 11 of which are major sources. As a
result of increased exposure to air toxics, residents in
these neighborhoods experience disproportionate
health risks, particularly an elevated risk of developing
cancer, kidney disease, and negative impacts to child
neurological development. The communities are
disproportionately poor, with over 35% of households
living below the poverty line.

EPA accepted the complaint for investigation on
September 29. EPA at least acknowledges that MDNR
may be engaging in a pattern of discrimination against
low-income communities of color. 

Program News - Environmental
Justice

Environmental Justice in North St. Louis

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources
continues to issue operating permits to sources in
North St. Louis City and County without consideration
of the environmental justice impacts on affected
communities. As MDNR issues these permits we
continue to raise its failure to follow EPA’s civil rights
regulations.  These past few weeks we have addressed
a proposed air permit for a facility in North St. Louis on
behalf of Hyde Park Neighborhood Association, and
another facility in North University City on behalf of
Missouri Coalition for the Environment. For Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association we also are investigating a
facility that has been committing serious trash and
hazardous waste dumping in its neighborhood for
many years.

Lead in St. Louis' Public Schools

In September, we broadened our environmental justice
work to protect the region’s most vulnerable children
when Madeline Middlebrooks joined our legal team.
Madeline’s work will focus on addressing the  lead
contamination crisis in St. Louis' Public Schools. In even
small quantities, lead can cause irreversible damage to
a child's mental and physical development.

Madeline Middelbrooks is a staff attorney and Equal Justice
Works Fellow sponsored by Faber Daeufer and Itrato, PC.

Sarah Rubenstein is a staf f  at torney working on
environmental  just ice,  land use, wet lands and f loodplain
protect ion

"While the acceptance of the complaint is
gratifying, it is disappointing that we had to take
this step to ensure MDNR is complying with federal
civil rights requirements."  - Sarah Rubenstein



Water Quality

With so many great rivers flowing through the State,
some of Missouri’s most prominent features are its
floodplains and wetlands.  Floodplains store and
convey flood water, protect water quality, recharge
groundwater reserves, and preserve local ecosystems.
The wetlands associated with these floodplains also
improve water quality, serve as giant sponges to store
floodwater, and provide critical habitat. 

Missouri once had more than 4.8 million acres of
wetlands.  Today, Missouri wetlands have been
bulldozed, drained, filled-in and otherwise reduced to
643,000 acres – a loss of 87% from their original
footprint. Too often the disruption of our rivers,
floodplains and wetlands have long-term and far-
reaching consequences.

Tragically, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers often is
the principal disrupter.  The Army Corps has
constructed hundreds of miles of “river training
structures” within the Mississippi River.  These
structures – which include wing dikes, bendway weirs,
and chevrons – drastically have changed the River.
Flood heights and flood frequency continue to rise.
Wildlife habitat continues to be lost.  

Five conservation groups, represented by Great
Rivers Environmental Law Center and the Law Offices
of Stephan C. Volker, have brought suit against the
Army Corps in the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Illinois.  We seek to require the Corps to
redo its environmental review, stop or limit
construction of new river training structures, and
effectively mitigate the harmful impacts of these
structures.
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Program News - Wetlands and
Floodplains

Bob Menees is a Great Rivers' staff attorney working on
water, land use, wetlands and floodplain protection

Big River News

When properly cared for, Missouri’s Big River and its
tributaries are home to a rich aquatic life, including a
diverse range of fish and invertebrates.  The 145-mile
long Big River also provides respite for Missourians
looking to fish and swim in Washington, Saint
Francois, and Jefferson counties. On any given day,
you may see local residents fishing, sunbathing, or
enjoying water sports in the river.

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center has reached
an agreement to settle a lawsuit alleging ongoing,
repeated and unlawful discharges of E. coli, Ammonia
and other harmful water pollutants into the Big River
by an out-of-state, regional property management
company.  The company far exceeded the allowable
discharge limits from its wastewater lagoon, and the
pollution from the lagoon negatively impacted the Big
River. “Since 2015, the defendant had flagrantly
disregarded several notices from the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources that they were in
significant non-compliance with their water pollution
permit,” said Bob Menees, who served as Great Rivers’
lead attorney on the case.  “Unfortunately, they
continued using Missouri’s shared waters as their
private dumping ground.”  Great Rivers brought the
action as a “citizen suit” under the Clean Water Act on
behalf of Missouri Confluence Waterkeeper.  The
settlement requires the company to connect its
lagoon to a regional sewer system which will
effectively end the pollution and provides money for
river restoration in the watershed.



Program News- Climate and Energy

Ameren's Latest 20-year  Plan

Ameren has just filed a triennial long-range (20-year)
plan. It is a great improvement on plans past, with
large additions of wind and solar energy and a
declared goal of becoming carbon-neutral by 2050.
However, even while adding new renewable
generating capacity, Ameren insists on running its
aging, polluting, coal-burning power plants into the
late 2030s and as late as 2045. There is no longer any
excuse for this, with the costs of clean energy now
being lower than that of fossil fuels coal and natural
gas.
 
As we have for years, Great Rivers is representing the
Sierra Club and Natural Resources Defense Council in
pressing the company to consider the worsening
economics of its coal plants and updating with wind,
solar, and energy storage. We are adding new voices
for clean energy from low income communities of
color, now representing the Missouri NAACP, New
Northside Missionary Baptist Church, and Dutchtown
South Community Corporation. We will be
commenting and advocating on their behalf in the
coming months.

Utilities and COVID-19

Evergy, the electric utility in the Kansas City area, and
Ameren Missouri in the St. Louis region were
disconnecting many more customers than usual for
non-payment of bills in late summer. These numbers
are declining, but at the same time these lower-
income customers are being put on long-term
payment plans. Unsurprisingly, the pandemic has
made their energy burden unendurable.
 
Evergy asked the PSC to allow them to bill ratepayers
for costs associated with COVID-19. Some of these
requests are reasonable, but Great Rivers represents
the Sierra Club in opposing Evergy’s request for lost
revenue, i.e. the price of the power it never sold as a
result of reduced demand. We joined a number of
other parties in reaching a tentative settlement that
would deny the utilities this “lost revenue,” but the
case is unresolved at this writing.
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Henry Robertson leads Great Rivers' Climate and Energy Program

Burning Coal at a Loss?

On behalf of Sierra Club, we have intervened in a
review of Evergy's Fuel Adjustment Clause. (FAC).  An
FAC  enables utilities to collect fuel costs as monthly
items on customer bills and also to pass through
income or losses they make on sales of power in the
wholesale markets. We and others suspect that
Evergy, Ameren and others are bidding coal-fired
plants into the market even at a loss, just as an
excuse to keep them running and bring in a little
revenue. If we can substantiate this practice it will
increase the pressure on utilities to shutter their coal
plants.



This summer, our family rented a cabin near the
Meramec for a special weekend trip. At first sight, my
three-year-old niece Wren ran to the inlet’s bank. She
exclaimed with delight as she waded into its shallow
depths.
 
I hovered cautiously above her lest she tumble and
need steadying. So transfixed though was she in the
moment that she was almost unaware of my
presence. The river was her playmate. Blowing
bubbles in the gentle current, marveling at snails
clinging to limestone she plucked from the bed,
laughing at leaves she sent floating downstream… her
joy was radiant. It was as though she had come home
to an old friend.
 
I was amazed to witness her introduction to the
waterway: to see her respond to the call of this river
more ancient and storied than we could ever know. I
want her always to have the natural refuge and the
health borne of clear, clean waters. And not just her.
All of our children, from every background and
community, deserve a healthy connection to the
place that bore us. Just as that Mississippian tributary
has been our collective wellspring of life, so it is
theirs, and so it will be their children’s – but only if
we protect it. 
 
Enabled by your support, we are working for our
water on several fronts: from confronting those who
pollute it, preserving the wetlands that filter it, and
ensuring it reaches the drinking glasses of children in
low-income neighborhoods cleanly and safely.

FALL 2020 REPORTER PAGE 6

Linden Mueller is Great Rivers' Director of Development
and Community Outreach.

Thank you to those of you who have committed to
protecting the future’s inheritance against those who
would harm it in pursuit of profit and gain. Although
some in power seem loath to admit, you, dear
supporter, know the Earth isn’t ours. It’s just our turn.

We are grateful to have you at our side.

Linden Mueller

Dear Ones

Ready to Give Our Best - 
Great Rivers Receives

Recognition as a 2021"Best
Law Firm" 

Great Rivers is recognized as one of the
country's "Best Law Firms" for
Environmental Litigation by U.S. News-
Best Lawyers.  It's a big honor for a little
guy like us.



Dear Ones

.
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Our hearts are heavy as we mourn the loss of Wayne
Goode, a long-time friend to many at Great Rivers and
dear member of our Board of Directors. Wayne
dedicated much of his career to serving Missouri's
people, first in the House of Representatives and then
in the Senate. He sponsored the state’s first
hazardous waste law in 1977. He successfully
sponsored legislation in the areas of groundwater
protection, drinking water standards, cleaning up
waste disposal sites and requiring that State agencies
monitor radiation use and waste disposal more
closely. Thanks to the many of you who made a
special gift in his memory.  Together, we will continue
the work he loved.

Covid-19 cancelled the summer internships for many students this year, but not at Great Rivers.  Typically, we host
4-5 student interns over a summer  This past summer we had 12 as we took on several additional students whose
internships had been cancelled elsewhere.  The next generation includes many incredible leaders, and we had
some of the best of them!  Pictured from top to bottom and left to right are Stephanie Grathwohl,  Rachel Dabbs,
Lavran Johnson, Joel Nelson, Lara Rix, Joanna Grill, Hale Masaki, Jessica King, Georgia Barfield, Elizabeth Goblirsch,
Holly Lawrence,  and Abby Chen.  They came to us via Harvard University, Saint Louis University, Vanderbilt
University, and Washington University.

A Dear Friend Lost - Wayne Goode Friends Gained

The Next Generation of Leaders 

Our 2020 Summer Interns
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

This past summer we hosted twelve law and undergraduate student interns.  We know that their
time with Great Rivers will help and encourage them to launch careers of impact and purpose.
From a socially-distanced and masked, post internship gathering at Magnificent Missouri’s
“Peers Store” along the Katy Trail, pictured below are Elizabeth Goblirsch, Jessica King, Joel
Nelson and Stephanie Grathwohl with Great Rivers' President Bruce Morrison.


