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GREAT RIVERS CELEBRATES 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF PROVIDING LEGAL SERVICES! 

On August 1, 2017, Great Rivers turned 15! In this issue of the Reporter, we look back on some of our 
accomplishments. 

Fall 2017 

GREAT
RIVERSGreat Rivers Environmental Law Center

319 North Fourth Street • Suite 800 • St. Louis, MO 63102 • (314) 231-4181 • www.greatriverslaw.org

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
St. Louis, MO

Permit No. 0257

Environmental Law Center
Lawyers for the Environment

319 North Fourth Street
Suite 800
St. Louis, MO 63102

(314) 231-4181 phone
(314) 231-4184 fax
www.greatriverslaw.org

G R E AT
RIVERS

REPORTER
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bob Menees, Henry Robertson, Kathleen Henry, Sarah Willey, and Bruce Morrison celebrate Great Rivers’ 15th Birthday! 
Dianne Klein, our Office Manager, is not shown. 

You can make it happen!
 

Your gift makes all the difference for our clients! There are many ways to donate to Great Rivers. 

You can donate through our website, 

by mail, or by calling our office. Donate 

in memory of or in honor of someone if 

you wish. Consider making a bequest 

to Great Rivers. Since we accept no 

money from government or polluters, 

we depend on you to continue the 

fight! In addition, you may dedicate 

your donation toward a particular 

program or project. Your gift allows us 

to represent those who need a legal 

advocate. 

This young man at Earth Day in 2017 drew his favorite reindeer when 
we asked him why he cares about the environment… because climate 
change will definitely impact Rudolf!



Young Professionals Hold Trivia Night to 
benefit Great Rivers!

In October, 2017, the Young Professionals Board 
of Great Rivers held its first Trivia Night! Over 
100 people came and competed for cash prizes 
in a challenging and entertaining ten rounds of 
trivia. Special thanks to the YPB for putting on a 
successful event! You can see photos of the event 
at www.greatriverslaw.org.
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Letter from
the President:

The Sixth Mass Extinction Presents
Enormous Challenges
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Advisory Law Committee

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Presented Lewis C. Green Environmental Service Awards
to Dr. Jeffrey Bonner, CEO of the St. Louis Zoo

On October 5, 2014, Great Rivers
Environmental Law Center presented
its Lewis C. Green Environmental
Service Award to Jeffrey Bonner, Ph.
D., Dana Brown President and CEO
of the St. Louis Zoo, at its 9th
Annual Awards Party. Great Rivers
presents this award annually to
individuals or programs that have
shown long-time commitment to the
preservation of the environment.

In April 2002 Dr. Bonner was
appointed President & CEO of the
Saint Louis Zoo. In 2009 his position

was endowed by the Dana Brown Charitable Trust. Under
Dr. Bonner’s leadership, the St. Louis Zoo has developed 
a new conservation education program and focused its field
conservation initiatives under a single WildCare Institute—a
force for saving animals across the globe. In Missouri, the
Institute has reintroduced endangered Ozark Hellbenders
and American burying beetles and begun working to save
pollinators and river turtles.

Dr. Bonner has chaired the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums, the Amphibian Ark, the International Species
Information System and the Madagascar Fauna and Flora
Group. He has served on the board of the World
Association of Zoos and Aquariums and currently serves
on several boards, including the Conservation Breeding
Specialist Group, BioSTL, Higher Education Channel TV,
Forest Park Forever and St. Louis Regional Chamber of
Growth Association (RCGA). He is a member of The
Explorers Club, the Academy of Science, FOCUS St.
Louis and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. In
addition, he is a steering committee member of the
Eisenhower Fellowships—a private, non-profit, non-
partisan organization created in 1953 to honor President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Dr. Bonner received his Ph.D. from
Columbia University in New York. He is a Burgess Fellow,
Traveling Fellow, Fulbright Scholar, President’s Fellow and
a recipient of the National Research Service Award. He is
the author of numerous articles and books, including
Sailing with Noah, Stories from the World of Zoos.

Great Rivers honored
Dr. Bonner at a party
held on a replica of a
riverboat at the estate
of David Mesker, on 
the Missouri River. 
Over 100 guests
enjoyed the fabulous
views, delicious food, cocktails, and ragtime music
performed by Vera Parkin, a keyboardist with the
St. Louis Symphony.

The award is named after the founder of Great Rivers
Environmental Law Center, the late Lewis C. Green, a
leading environmental litigator in Missouri for many
decades.

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Held its Spring Cocktail Party at the Busch Family Mansion

In May, 2014, Great Rivers held its annual Spring Cocktail Party at the Busch Family Mansion. Over 100 people
enjoyed the beautiful Mansion and grounds, and fine food and drinks. The Community Music School of Webster
University Prep Program provided classical string musicians and people got to get up close to a Clydesdale. 

Great Rivers extends its sincere appreciation to Adolphus Busch for his generosity in making this event possible.

Great Rivers Extends its Appreciation to All of Its 2014 Donors

We could not provide legal services without your help, as we are dependent on contributions from individuals and
foundations to do our work. We will list our donors for the year 2014 in the Spring 2015 newsletter so that we can
thank everyone for the year at one time.

Letter from
the President: ✍

August marked our fifteenth year 
serving the community in Missouri 
and beyond. During that time, we 
have had some amazing victories, 
from writing Missouri’s Renewable 
Energy Standard, to saving local 
parkland, to promoting the public 
health by encouraging improved environmental 
performance by businesses – you can learn more 
about these victories in this issue of the Reporter. 

In the months since we celebrated our birthday, the 
need for our work has been driven home even more 
as we have watched the devastating effects of climate 
change ravage our country and the world. Watching 
the destruction of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, and 
Katia, as well as the forest fires sweeping the Western 
United States has only renewed our resolve and 
commitment to our work. 

Addressing climate change requires a legal resource. 
Policy-makers need to strengthen environmental 
protections, regulatory bodies must enforce those 
protections, and utilities need to pursue renewable 
energy and energy efficiency programs. Nonprofits 
and citizen groups taking action to address climate 
change must have access to legal services from 
attorneys who can afford to see them through their 
fight. We are committed to working harder than ever 
with our community to tackle climate change. We are 
grateful to our donors who make our work possible.

Kathleen Henry

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center 
Presented Lewis C. Green Environmental 
Service Award to Dr. Robert Criss 

On September 24, 2017, Great Rivers Environmental 
Law Center presented its Lewis C. Green 
Environmental Service Award to Dr. Robert E. Criss, 
Professor in the Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis. Mr. 
Criss was recognized for his long-term commitment 
to raising awareness of increased flooding risks 
and the dangers of floodplain development and 
inaccurate flood studies. Great Rivers presents 
this award annually to individuals or organizations 
that have shown long-time commitment to the 
preservation of the environment. 

The award is named after the founder of Great 
Rivers Environmental Law Center, the late Lewis C. 

Witnessing Climate Change

Board News

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Held 
its Spring Party at the Busch Family Mansion 

In May, 2017, Great Rivers held its annual Spring 
Party at the Busch Family Estate. Attendees enjoyed 
the beautiful Mansion and grounds, fine food and 
drinks, and raised nearly $16,000 to protect the 
local environment and public health! Great Rivers 
extends its sincere appreciation to Adolphus Busch 
and Great Rivers Habitat Alliance for their generosity 
in making this event possible.

Roger Hershey and Jill Silverstein have rotated off 
Great Rivers’ Board of Directors. We thank them both 
for their service and wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

Green, a leading environmental litigator in Missouri 
for many decades.

We thank David Mesker, Jr., and his wife, Sandy, 
for allowing us to hold this party at this stunning 
property on a replica of a riverboat on the Missouri 
River. Guests were treated to a ride on a funicular 
to get down to the party. 

See more photos of the party at https://goo.gl/ZTUPCu

See more photos of the party at https://goo.gl/sEuqEh

Great Rivers Extends its Appreciation to 
All of Its 2017 Donors

We could not provide legal services without your 
help, as we are dependent on contributions 
from individuals and foundations to do our 
work. We will list our donors for the year 2017 
in the Spring 2018 newsletter so that we can 
thank everyone for the year at one time.



On October 11, the Missouri NAACP hosted a 
roundtable event to discuss implementation of the 
Report’s clean energy targets. Follow-up meetings 
are open to the public and will take place on the last 
Tuesday of each month.

Fighting Sewage Tanks Proposed for University 
City’s  Low-Income and Minority Neighborhoods  

In a June letter to US EPA Region 7, Great Rivers 
requested EPA to investigate an environmental 
justice issue concerning a proposal by the 
Metropolitan Sewer District of St. Louis (“MSD”) 
to locate two raw sewage storage tanks within a 
densely populated, minority community in St. Louis 
County, Missouri. MSD had proposed building 
two thirty-five-feet-high sewage tanks in a minority 
neighborhood, but after public outcry, stated the 
tanks would be mostly underground, but still in 
that neighborhood. MSD is taking another look at 
options for handling the waste from the northern 
part of St. Louis County. 
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GREAT RIVERS’ ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROGRAM 

Clean Energy is Catching On!
 
When it comes to electricity, Missouri is one of the 
most coal-plagued and backward of states. But with 
the cost of renewable energy so low, even our utilities 
are succumbing to the economics and the relentless 
pressure of Great Rivers and our clients. KCP&L, 
Ameren and Empire District Electric have all recently 
announced major investments in wind power. 

These utilities are still too committed to coal, 
however, and our work in the PSC continues.

Helping to Increase Reliance on Wind Power 

Clean Line is a Houston company with plans to build 
wind-only transmission lines from the windy areas of 
the Great Plains to the population centers near the 
coasts. One of these, the Grain Belt Express, would 
run from Kansas across northern Missouri and on to 
Indiana, dropping off 500 MW worth of wind energy in 
Ameren’s territory. 

Advocating for the Government to Consider 
Climate Change before Approving Spire’s 
Pipeline
 
Great Rivers has filed comments with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory  Commission on the Spire 
STL pipeline, which is proposed to run under the  
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers from Illinois through 
St. Charles and  St. Louis Counties, Missouri. 
Spire wants access to natural gas produced  by 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, a practice that leaks 
methane (a  potent greenhouse gas), pollutes water 
and causes earthquakes. On behalf  of a St. Louis 
County resident who lives near the pipeline  route, we 
are objecting that Spire has no need for more gas, 
that FERC’s  treatment of the climate effects of the 
pipeline is totally inadequate,  and that the pipeline 
would run through a minority community,  
contributing to environmental injustice. 

GREAT RIVERS’ CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY AND CLEAN AIR PROGRAMS 

Working with the NAACP to Improve  
Public Health in Missouri 

Reducing Climate 
Change and Asthma-
Causing Pollutants 
in Missouri through 
Cleaner Energy 

Great Rivers’ Attorney 
Bruce Morrison serves as the Chair of the 
Environmental Justice Committee of the Missouri 
State Conference of the NAACP. In October, the 
Missouri NAACP released its report on energy policy 
reform in the state of Missouri. The report assesses 
energy policy through a civil rights lens and sets 
targets for net metering, renewable portfolio and 
energy efficiency standards, together with local hire 
and disadvantaged business enterprise targets. 

“At a time when there is growing recognition that 
Missouri is at the nexus between examining its 
energy landscape and planning for climate change 
impacts, the NAACP is compelled to advance 
an equity based analysis of our energy choices 
and effects on community well-being, and the 
environment on which we all rely for our existence,” 
said NAACP Missouri President Rod Chapel. 

Bruce Morrison 

is Great Rivers’ 

General Counsel. 

Henry Robertson is Great 
Rivers’ Climate and 
Energy Program Director. 
He wrote the Renewable 
Energy Act that the  
voters overwhelmingly 
passed in 2008.

GREAT RIVERS’ LAND USE PROGRAM

Preservation of Creve Coeur Lake Memorial 
Park in St. Louis County

The St. Louis Blues 
Hockey team planned 
to build a huge sports 
complex complete 
with a memorabilia 
store, medical offices, 
restaurant, and four 

ice rinks, three of which are indoors, on 40 acres of 
this historic park. On behalf of the Creve Coeur Park 
Coalition, Great Rivers has been advocating for 
the park purchased with federal monies dedicated 

Construction started before a federal permit was issued.

Bob Menees is 
a staff attorney 
who works 
on Land Use, 
Environmental 
Justice and Water 
Issues.

towards outdoor recreation, to remain a park. 
There are plenty of vacant, already-paved 
areas in St. Louis City and County that could 
become a hockey complex. 

Intervening in Ameren Missouri’s Twenty-Year 
Plan 

Ameren released its latest 20-year plan (Integrated 
Resource Plan or 
IRP) in September 
in a proceeding in 
the Public Service 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(PSC). The plan 
includes a 700 

megawatt investment in wind energy, a welcome 
turnaround motivated by price and public demand. 
It’s still far too little, and Great Rivers will demand why 
they refuse to even assess whether they should do 
more. It’s now obvious even to Ameren that wind is 
cheaper even than continuing to run their old, polluting 
coal plants. 

This summer the PSC rejected the project even though 
4 of the 5 commissioners favor it, because it considers 
itself bound by an opinion of the Missouri Court of 
Appeals Western District on a different transmission 
line. Clean Line appealed and we are intervening in the 
appeal to support the project.

These attendees of St. Louis’ Earth Day festival were excited 
to learn about our work, because they want to see “No More 
Coal Plants!”
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GREAT RIVERS TURNED 15 IN AUGUST! 

A Look Back at Highlights of Our First Fifteen Years…
Lewis C. Green founded us in 2002., He said “The 
environment can’t protect itself… somebody’s got 
to do it.” Thanks to his vision, Great Rivers has 
been doing it ever since.

2002
EPA planned to leave radioactive wastes 
in West Lake Landfill in a floodplain of the 
Missouri River. We successfully advocated 
for the EPA to reconsider that decision. 

2009

Ameren Missouri agreed to a 
settlement with our clients in which 
Ameren agreed to invest $147 
million in energy efficiency over a 
three-year period.

2012

We drafted an initiative petition for citizens in Olivette requiring 
a vote of the people before that city sells parks. After the citizens 
collected sufficient signatures, the City refused to put the measure 
on the ballot. We went to court and the court ordered the City to do 
so. Voters passed the measure and the park is still a park.

2014

Following five years of court battles, we persuaded 
the Missouri Supreme Court that a law exempting 
Empire Electric District from solar requirements 
was unconstitutional and illegally passed. The solar 
industry took off in Joplin after that! 

2015

After two years of Great Rivers representing a Missouri native 
plants advocate, the City of Maplewood dismissed its lawsuit 
against her. Now we are working to help citizens in multiple 
municipalities introduce native-friendly plant ordnances which 
promote sustainable landscaping and biodiversity.

2017

In response to a petition filed by Great Rivers and 
the Center for Biological Diversity, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation proposed a ban 
on the commercial collection of the state’s wild 
freshwater turtles.

2017

Victory in the Missouri Supreme Court! Citizens 
now have the right to advocate for their health 
and appeal permits to the Missouri Clean Water 
Commission when huge factory farms move in 
and destroy nearby water quality. 

2004

Our staff were Dorothy 
Roberson, Kathleen Henry, 
Henry Robertson and Bruce 
Morrison.  

2005

We reached a settlement requiring 
Kansas City Power and Light electric 
company to install 100 megawatts of 
wind energy.

2005

We wrote Missouri’s Renewable Energy Standard, which 
voters passed by a large majority. The Clean Energy Act 
requires regulated utilities to obtain increasing amounts 
of energy from solar and wind, and to increase energy 
efficiency.

2008

After 10 years of litigation in four courts, we 
succeeded in saving Buehler Park in Rolla, 
Missouri. The park is still there and is just 
as wonderful to visit today!

2007

We stopped a “1000-year super levee” 
from being built on the Mo River because 
the Army Corps had not considered the 
cumulative effects of its levees on flood 
heights. 

2007

We are so grateful to everyone who has supported 
our work over our first 15 years.
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GREAT RIVERS TURNED 15 IN AUGUST! 

A Look Back at Highlights of Our First Fifteen Years…
Lewis C. Green founded us in 2002., He said “The 
environment can’t protect itself… somebody’s got 
to do it.” Thanks to his vision, Great Rivers has 
been doing it ever since.
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Department of Conservation proposed a ban 
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from being built on the Mo River because 
the Army Corps had not considered the 
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heights. 
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our work over our first 15 years.



On October 11, the Missouri NAACP hosted a 
roundtable event to discuss implementation of the 
Report’s clean energy targets. Follow-up meetings 
are open to the public and will take place on the last 
Tuesday of each month.

Fighting Sewage Tanks Proposed for University 
City’s  Low-Income and Minority Neighborhoods  

In a June letter to US EPA Region 7, Great Rivers 
requested EPA to investigate an environmental 
justice issue concerning a proposal by the 
Metropolitan Sewer District of St. Louis (“MSD”) 
to locate two raw sewage storage tanks within a 
densely populated, minority community in St. Louis 
County, Missouri. MSD had proposed building 
two thirty-five-feet-high sewage tanks in a minority 
neighborhood, but after public outcry, stated the 
tanks would be mostly underground, but still in 
that neighborhood. MSD is taking another look at 
options for handling the waste from the northern 
part of St. Louis County. 
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GREAT RIVERS’ ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROGRAM 

Clean Energy is Catching On!
 
When it comes to electricity, Missouri is one of the 
most coal-plagued and backward of states. But with 
the cost of renewable energy so low, even our utilities 
are succumbing to the economics and the relentless 
pressure of Great Rivers and our clients. KCP&L, 
Ameren and Empire District Electric have all recently 
announced major investments in wind power. 

These utilities are still too committed to coal, 
however, and our work in the PSC continues.

Helping to Increase Reliance on Wind Power 

Clean Line is a Houston company with plans to build 
wind-only transmission lines from the windy areas of 
the Great Plains to the population centers near the 
coasts. One of these, the Grain Belt Express, would 
run from Kansas across northern Missouri and on to 
Indiana, dropping off 500 MW worth of wind energy in 
Ameren’s territory. 

Advocating for the Government to Consider 
Climate Change before Approving Spire’s 
Pipeline
 
Great Rivers has filed comments with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory  Commission on the Spire 
STL pipeline, which is proposed to run under the  
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers from Illinois through 
St. Charles and  St. Louis Counties, Missouri. 
Spire wants access to natural gas produced  by 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, a practice that leaks 
methane (a  potent greenhouse gas), pollutes water 
and causes earthquakes. On behalf  of a St. Louis 
County resident who lives near the pipeline  route, we 
are objecting that Spire has no need for more gas, 
that FERC’s  treatment of the climate effects of the 
pipeline is totally inadequate,  and that the pipeline 
would run through a minority community,  
contributing to environmental injustice. 

GREAT RIVERS’ CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY AND CLEAN AIR PROGRAMS 

Working with the NAACP to Improve  
Public Health in Missouri 

Reducing Climate 
Change and Asthma-
Causing Pollutants 
in Missouri through 
Cleaner Energy 

Great Rivers’ Attorney 
Bruce Morrison serves as the Chair of the 
Environmental Justice Committee of the Missouri 
State Conference of the NAACP. In October, the 
Missouri NAACP released its report on energy policy 
reform in the state of Missouri. The report assesses 
energy policy through a civil rights lens and sets 
targets for net metering, renewable portfolio and 
energy efficiency standards, together with local hire 
and disadvantaged business enterprise targets. 

“At a time when there is growing recognition that 
Missouri is at the nexus between examining its 
energy landscape and planning for climate change 
impacts, the NAACP is compelled to advance 
an equity based analysis of our energy choices 
and effects on community well-being, and the 
environment on which we all rely for our existence,” 
said NAACP Missouri President Rod Chapel. 

Bruce Morrison 

is Great Rivers’ 

General Counsel. 

Henry Robertson is Great 
Rivers’ Climate and 
Energy Program Director. 
He wrote the Renewable 
Energy Act that the  
voters overwhelmingly 
passed in 2008.

GREAT RIVERS’ LAND USE PROGRAM

Preservation of Creve Coeur Lake Memorial 
Park in St. Louis County

The St. Louis Blues 
Hockey team planned 
to build a huge sports 
complex complete 
with a memorabilia 
store, medical offices, 
restaurant, and four 

ice rinks, three of which are indoors, on 40 acres of 
this historic park. On behalf of the Creve Coeur Park 
Coalition, Great Rivers has been advocating for 
the park purchased with federal monies dedicated 

Construction started before a federal permit was issued.

Bob Menees is 
a staff attorney 
who works 
on Land Use, 
Environmental 
Justice and Water 
Issues.

towards outdoor recreation, to remain a park. 
There are plenty of vacant, already-paved 
areas in St. Louis City and County that could 
become a hockey complex. 

Intervening in Ameren Missouri’s Twenty-Year 
Plan 

Ameren released its latest 20-year plan (Integrated 
Resource Plan or 
IRP) in September 
in a proceeding in 
the Public Service 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(PSC). The plan 
includes a 700 

megawatt investment in wind energy, a welcome 
turnaround motivated by price and public demand. 
It’s still far too little, and Great Rivers will demand why 
they refuse to even assess whether they should do 
more. It’s now obvious even to Ameren that wind is 
cheaper even than continuing to run their old, polluting 
coal plants. 

This summer the PSC rejected the project even though 
4 of the 5 commissioners favor it, because it considers 
itself bound by an opinion of the Missouri Court of 
Appeals Western District on a different transmission 
line. Clean Line appealed and we are intervening in the 
appeal to support the project.

These attendees of St. Louis’ Earth Day festival were excited 
to learn about our work, because they want to see “No More 
Coal Plants!”



Young Professionals Hold Trivia Night to 
benefit Great Rivers!

In October, 2017, the Young Professionals Board 
of Great Rivers held its first Trivia Night! Over 
100 people came and competed for cash prizes 
in a challenging and entertaining ten rounds of 
trivia. Special thanks to the YPB for putting on a 
successful event! You can see photos of the event 
at www.greatriverslaw.org.
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Letter from
the President:

The Sixth Mass Extinction Presents
Enormous Challenges
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Advisory Law Committee

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Presented Lewis C. Green Environmental Service Awards
to Dr. Jeffrey Bonner, CEO of the St. Louis Zoo

On October 5, 2014, Great Rivers
Environmental Law Center presented
its Lewis C. Green Environmental
Service Award to Jeffrey Bonner, Ph.
D., Dana Brown President and CEO
of the St. Louis Zoo, at its 9th
Annual Awards Party. Great Rivers
presents this award annually to
individuals or programs that have
shown long-time commitment to the
preservation of the environment.

In April 2002 Dr. Bonner was
appointed President & CEO of the
Saint Louis Zoo. In 2009 his position

was endowed by the Dana Brown Charitable Trust. Under
Dr. Bonner’s leadership, the St. Louis Zoo has developed 
a new conservation education program and focused its field
conservation initiatives under a single WildCare Institute—a
force for saving animals across the globe. In Missouri, the
Institute has reintroduced endangered Ozark Hellbenders
and American burying beetles and begun working to save
pollinators and river turtles.

Dr. Bonner has chaired the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums, the Amphibian Ark, the International Species
Information System and the Madagascar Fauna and Flora
Group. He has served on the board of the World
Association of Zoos and Aquariums and currently serves
on several boards, including the Conservation Breeding
Specialist Group, BioSTL, Higher Education Channel TV,
Forest Park Forever and St. Louis Regional Chamber of
Growth Association (RCGA). He is a member of The
Explorers Club, the Academy of Science, FOCUS St.
Louis and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. In
addition, he is a steering committee member of the
Eisenhower Fellowships—a private, non-profit, non-
partisan organization created in 1953 to honor President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Dr. Bonner received his Ph.D. from
Columbia University in New York. He is a Burgess Fellow,
Traveling Fellow, Fulbright Scholar, President’s Fellow and
a recipient of the National Research Service Award. He is
the author of numerous articles and books, including
Sailing with Noah, Stories from the World of Zoos.

Great Rivers honored
Dr. Bonner at a party
held on a replica of a
riverboat at the estate
of David Mesker, on 
the Missouri River. 
Over 100 guests
enjoyed the fabulous
views, delicious food, cocktails, and ragtime music
performed by Vera Parkin, a keyboardist with the
St. Louis Symphony.

The award is named after the founder of Great Rivers
Environmental Law Center, the late Lewis C. Green, a
leading environmental litigator in Missouri for many
decades.

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Held its Spring Cocktail Party at the Busch Family Mansion

In May, 2014, Great Rivers held its annual Spring Cocktail Party at the Busch Family Mansion. Over 100 people
enjoyed the beautiful Mansion and grounds, and fine food and drinks. The Community Music School of Webster
University Prep Program provided classical string musicians and people got to get up close to a Clydesdale. 

Great Rivers extends its sincere appreciation to Adolphus Busch for his generosity in making this event possible.

Great Rivers Extends its Appreciation to All of Its 2014 Donors

We could not provide legal services without your help, as we are dependent on contributions from individuals and
foundations to do our work. We will list our donors for the year 2014 in the Spring 2015 newsletter so that we can
thank everyone for the year at one time.

Letter from
the President: ✍

August marked our fifteenth year 
serving the community in Missouri 
and beyond. During that time, we 
have had some amazing victories, 
from writing Missouri’s Renewable 
Energy Standard, to saving local 
parkland, to promoting the public 
health by encouraging improved environmental 
performance by businesses – you can learn more 
about these victories in this issue of the Reporter. 

In the months since we celebrated our birthday, the 
need for our work has been driven home even more 
as we have watched the devastating effects of climate 
change ravage our country and the world. Watching 
the destruction of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, and 
Katia, as well as the forest fires sweeping the Western 
United States has only renewed our resolve and 
commitment to our work. 

Addressing climate change requires a legal resource. 
Policy-makers need to strengthen environmental 
protections, regulatory bodies must enforce those 
protections, and utilities need to pursue renewable 
energy and energy efficiency programs. Nonprofits 
and citizen groups taking action to address climate 
change must have access to legal services from 
attorneys who can afford to see them through their 
fight. We are committed to working harder than ever 
with our community to tackle climate change. We are 
grateful to our donors who make our work possible.

Kathleen Henry

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center 
Presented Lewis C. Green Environmental 
Service Award to Dr. Robert Criss 

On September 24, 2017, Great Rivers Environmental 
Law Center presented its Lewis C. Green 
Environmental Service Award to Dr. Robert E. Criss, 
Professor in the Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis. Mr. 
Criss was recognized for his long-term commitment 
to raising awareness of increased flooding risks 
and the dangers of floodplain development and 
inaccurate flood studies. Great Rivers presents 
this award annually to individuals or organizations 
that have shown long-time commitment to the 
preservation of the environment. 

The award is named after the founder of Great 
Rivers Environmental Law Center, the late Lewis C. 

Witnessing Climate Change

Board News

Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Held 
its Spring Party at the Busch Family Mansion 

In May, 2017, Great Rivers held its annual Spring 
Party at the Busch Family Estate. Attendees enjoyed 
the beautiful Mansion and grounds, fine food and 
drinks, and raised nearly $16,000 to protect the 
local environment and public health! Great Rivers 
extends its sincere appreciation to Adolphus Busch 
and Great Rivers Habitat Alliance for their generosity 
in making this event possible.

Roger Hershey and Jill Silverstein have rotated off 
Great Rivers’ Board of Directors. We thank them both 
for their service and wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

Green, a leading environmental litigator in Missouri 
for many decades.

We thank David Mesker, Jr., and his wife, Sandy, 
for allowing us to hold this party at this stunning 
property on a replica of a riverboat on the Missouri 
River. Guests were treated to a ride on a funicular 
to get down to the party. 

See more photos of the party at https://goo.gl/ZTUPCu

See more photos of the party at https://goo.gl/sEuqEh

Great Rivers Extends its Appreciation to 
All of Its 2017 Donors

We could not provide legal services without your 
help, as we are dependent on contributions 
from individuals and foundations to do our 
work. We will list our donors for the year 2017 
in the Spring 2018 newsletter so that we can 
thank everyone for the year at one time.
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GREAT RIVERS CELEBRATES 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF PROVIDING LEGAL SERVICES! 

On August 1, 2017, Great Rivers turned 15! In this issue of the Reporter, we look back on some of our 
accomplishments. 
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Bob Menees, Henry Robertson, Kathleen Henry, Sarah Willey, and Bruce Morrison celebrate Great Rivers’ 15th Birthday! 
Dianne Klein, our Office Manager, is not shown. 

You can make it happen!
 

Your gift makes all the difference for our clients! There are many ways to donate to Great Rivers. 

You can donate through our website, 

by mail, or by calling our office. Donate 

in memory of or in honor of someone if 

you wish. Consider making a bequest 

to Great Rivers. Since we accept no 

money from government or polluters, 

we depend on you to continue the 

fight! In addition, you may dedicate 

your donation toward a particular 

program or project. Your gift allows us 

to represent those who need a legal 

advocate. 

This young man at Earth Day in 2017 drew his favorite reindeer when 
we asked him why he cares about the environment… because climate 
change will definitely impact Rudolf!


